
Annual Meeting Highlights 
This years’  Annual 
Meeting was a true success 
with approximately 300 
attendees and a  comical 
entertainer, Dr. Dennis 
Swanberg.  

The night began with 
dinner served by the 
Lakewood Ranch FFA.  As 
members enjoyed their 
meal, Joe L. Davis Jr. gave 
an update of the Citrus 
Research Development 
F o u n d a t i o n .  H i s 
presentation highlighted 
the current research 
underway in a way  

2011 Agricultural Relations Council Meeting 

Inside this issue: 

Peace  R ive r  Va l l ey  C i t rus  G rowers  Assoc ia t i on  

April 2011 
Volume 18, No. 4 

Annual Meeting  
Planning 2 

PR Tour Continued  2 

Tally Trip Postponed 2 

Annual Meeting  
Continued 2 

GOWAN 3 

Nominations Wanted 3 

Educational  
Opportunities 4 

Join Us at the Board 
Mtg. 4 

2011 Associate Members 5 

People, Places & Things 6 

Members in the News 6 

Annual Meeting 
 Highlights 7 

Citrus Expo 8 

Citrus at Pioneer Days 8 

FDOC Update 9 

Hardee Coordination for  
Psyllid Control 9 

G.P. Solutions 10 

The Agricultural Relations 
Council (ARC) held their 
2011 annual meeting in 
sunny Ft. Myers at the end 
of February.    The meeting 
brings together agricultural 
p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s 
professionals from all over 
the United States who are 
dedicated to sharing the 
message of food, fiber and 
related industries.   The 
gathering provides a forum 

Points of Interest: 
Annual Meeting Highlights 

Educational Opportunities 

Hardee Coordination for 

Psyllid Control 

g r o w e r s 
could more 
e a s i l y 
understand 
a n d 
appreciate.   

Fo l lowing 
the research presentation, 
Swanberg entertained the 
crowd with his humorous 
life stories. His light-
hearted anecdotes gave the 
c r o w d  a  c o m i c a l 
perspect ive on l i fe 
circumstances and the 
importance of maintaining 
your priorities.   

for these professionals to 
hone their skills by 
learning more about 
agricultural issues, sharing 
ideas and expanding their 
reach through new industry 
standards such as social 
media.   

As a member of the ARC, 
Gary Cooper of Southeast 
AgNet organized a tour of 
s o u t h w e s t  F l o r i d a 
agriculture to further the 

President, Justin Sorrells, 
gave a review of the 
pending bylaw changes.  A 
unanimous approving vote 
b y  t h e  m e m b e r s 
constituted updating the 
bylaws to include  a two 
consecutive term director 
service limitation 
   See “Annual Meeting” Page 2 

groups knowledge of 
Florida and its unique 
issues.   He invited 
PRVCGA to participate as 
a spokesperson for the 
Florida citrus industry.  
We paired with the 
M a n a t e e  C o u n t y 
Cattlemen’s Association 
for a lunch presentation at 
L o n g i n o  R a n c h ,  a 
diversified citrus and cattle 
operation in the tri-county 
area between Sarasota, 
Manatee and DeSoto 
Counties.   

The Florida Cattlemen’s 
Association provided a 
Florida cracker cowboy  
          See “PR Tour” Page 2 

Cliff Coddington (right) of 
PRVCGA member grove 

Sidell, Inc., located at 
Longino Ranch cooks 

steaks for the tour 
 participants .   
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PRVCGA’s  
2010 Operational  

Statements  
are available 
 for review.   

 

If you desire 
a copy, 

please contact the  
association office  

and they will 
be provided 

to you.   

PR Tour  Continue from Page 1 
meal, while  President, Jim Strickland 
spoke about the uniqueness of Florida 
agriculture.   PRVCGA board 
members, Justin Sorrells, Lenora 
Brewer and V.C. Hollingsworth 
shared a look into the Florida citrus 
industry, discussing disease, pricing 
and regulatory challenges.   

Longino Ranch is a great example of 
d i v e r s i f i e d  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d 
environmental stewardship, producing 

cattle, citrus and timber on the 
operation, while maintaining a 
preserve for endangered gopher 
tortoises.   The ranch is home to Sidell 
Inc., a PRVCGA member grove.   

 

Now pay all your PRVCGA 
invoices 

 online through  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

prvcitrus.org 

Tally Trip Postponed 
The beginning of 
Valencia harvest is off 
to a rocky start with 
m a n y  g r o w e r s 
reporting delays in 
meeting required 

ratios.  Because of this 
challenge and its relationship to 
harvest labor, several of our 

Tallahassee travelers had to withdraw 
from the trip at the last minute, 
reducing our number significantly. 

We are actively looking to reschedule 
the trip.  We had a great schedule of 
events and will be looking for another 
time when growers will be able to 
interact with Legislators, regulators 

Gary Cooper of Southeast Agnet  
& PRVCGA President  

Justin Sorrells 
speak to the  

Agricultural Relations Council. 

and other growers.   

It isn’t too late to put your name on 
the participant list.  If you are 
interested, please let us know.  We 
will be coordinating details from this 
point forward with trip participants 
only.   

 

Annual Meeting Continued from Page 1 

and removal of term limits on officers,  
matching them with director term 
limits.   Copies of the updated 
association bylaws are available from 
the association office.   

Growers of all ages and geographic 
location attended the meeting and 
appreciated the humor of Dr. 
Swanberg.  The orange juice social 

before the meeting, where growers 
were able to take time from their busy 
schedules to visit with one another 
a n d  t h e  h u mo r o u s  k e y n o t e 
presentation left growers with a sense 
of wellbeing as they made their way 
back home.  All critiques made by 
attendees after the meeting focused on 
the enjoyable casual evening with 
other growers.   

PRVCGA gives a heartfelt “THANK 
YOU” to all of our sponsors, listed on 
page 7.  Without your financial 
support, the evening would not be 
possible.  We also appreciate Joshua 
Citrus for providing the orange juice.  
It is always a hit! 

Picture highlights of the meeting are 
also provided on page 7. 

Planning for the  
2012 Annual 

 Meeting has begun 
and we want  
your input!  

 
If you have any suggestions 
for a speaker you would like 

to hear, please contact the 
office. All ideas are  

welcome. 
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If you are interested in submitting a 
candidate for consideration, contact 
E d i t o r ,  F r a n k  G i l e s  a t 
grgiles@meistermedia.com or (407) 
539-6552,  ext .  12 .  or  v is i t 
growingproduce.com/recognition/
awards/caa/nominate. The deadline 
for nominations is April 15.  

F l o r i d a  G r o w e r 
Magazine is calling 
for nominations for 
the 2011 Citrus 
Achievement Award, 

which will be presented at the Florida 
Citrus Industry Annual Conference on 
June 16.  

Folks within the citrus industry are 
encouraged to send in nominees for 
this prestigious award. Individual 
growers, extension agents, legislators, 
researchers or anyone else who has 
made—and is making—a difference 
in Florida citrus is eligible for the 
award.  

Nominations Wanted! 



Citrus Growers Institute 
The Annual Florida Citrus Growers’ 
Institute will be held April 6, 8 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.  a t  South Flor ida 
Community College in Avon Park. 
Pre-registration is required by calling 
Jane Wilson at (863) 956-1151 or 
email mjw@crec.ifas.ufl.edu. 
 
Aquatic Weed Control 
There will be an Aquatic Weed 
Control Short Course 
May 3-4 in Coral 
Springs.  Earn up to 20 
CEUs in Aquatics, 
Forestry, General Standards (CORE), 
Right of Way and Natural Areas.  For 
more information and to register visit: 
www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/aw. 
 
Microsoft Access Training 
South Florida Community College is 

offering a Microsoft Office 
Access workshop April 8 & 
15 at the Highlands campus 
from 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 

p.m. The cost is $125 per workshop. 
They will also offer Intermediate 
Access training.  Contact Lorrie Key 
at (863) 784-7033 or 
Lorrie.key@southflorida.edu for more 
information. Register by calling  (863) 
784-7405. 
 
Harvesting Workshop 
April 20, the Immokalee IFAS Center 
will be hosting a  Citrus 
Mechanical Harvesting & 
Abscission field day and 
workshop from 7:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Pre-registration is required. 
Please contact Barbara Hyman at 
(239) 658-3461 to register.   
 
Tree Nutrition Guidelines 
The timeframe between February and 
June is when citrus trees demand 2/3 

to 3/4 of their yearly fertilizer 
needs.   “Nutrition of Florida 
Citrus Trees, 2nd Edition” by 
Thomas A. Obreza and Kelly 

T. Morgan is available at http://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/SS/SS47800.pdf as a 
resource document.    

Brazil Trip 
Dr. Steve Futch is organizing a 
g r o w e r / p r o d u c t i o n 
manager trip to Brazil, 
June  11  –  18 .  
Participants will depart 
from Miami.  Price per 
person with single occupancy i s 
$3,225 with 10 participants a n d 
$2,725 with 15 participants.  The 
deposit will reserve a place in the trip.  
Final payment is required by April 11.  
Departure from other cities can incur 
additional airfare costs. Costs are 
based upon current airfare and 
exchange rates and subject to change.  
Interested parties should contact  
Steve Futch at (863) 956-1151 or at 
shf@crec.ifas.ufl.edu. 
 
Small Farms Conference 
The FL Small Farms & Alternative 
Enterprises Conference will be July 
15-17 in Kissimmee. For more info 
visit www.smallfarms.ifas.ufl.edu. 
 
Disease in Florida 
Sweet Orange Scab, the citrus disease 
found in Texas months ago, is now in 
Florida. A review of the implications 
it brings was done by Florida Citrus 
Packers Vice President, Richard 
Kinney. It can be heard at http://
southeastagnet.com/2011/01/21/sweet-orange-
scab-now-in-florida-implications-discussed/. 
 
Nutritional Update 
University of Florida horticulturalist, 
Tim Spann has provided a n 
update on how HLB 
i n f e c t e d  g r o v e s 
performed when treated 
with nutritionals. Hear 
t h e  u p d a t e  a t : 
southeastagnet .com/2011/02/04/ci trus-
researcher-provides-updates-on-nutritionals-
and-hlb/. 
  
WPS Train-The-Trainer 
This class will be offered in Manatee 
County on an as needed basis. Please 

call Crystal if interested at 
(941) 722-4524. For other 
WPS workshops click 
here:ht tp: / /www.flaes.org/
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Educational Opportunities     
upcomingmeetingsandworkshops.html. 
Applicator Training 
Two Private and Core Applicator 
Training sessions will be held April 5 
at the Manatee Co. Extension Service.   
CEU’s will be available. The cost is 
$15 per class. Register at 
coreprv110405.eventbrite.com/.  Call  for 
details at (941) 722-4524. 
 
Water Laws Conference 
There is a “Florida Water Law– 

Water Supply, Water 
Quality, & Public/Private 
Partnership” conference 
May 19-20 at the 
Sheraton Riverwalk 
Hotel in Tampa. The 

conference will center around the 
latest water laws and regulations.  
Contact the office if you would like to 
be sent a brochure.  
 
Summits Available Online 
If you were not able to attend the 
State of the Science-
Phosphate and 
Mining Conference 
or the Charlotte Harbor 
Watershed Summit, view 
the presentations online at http://
www.chnep.org/Events/Summit11/
Summit11.htm.   The two events were 
packed with need to know 
information on our watershed.   

 

 

Join us at the Board 
Meeting 

 

April 19 -9 a.m. 
 

DeSoto Extension 
 Office, Arcadia 
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Fields Equipment Co., Inc. 

First National Bank of Wauchula 

First State Bank of Arcadia 

Flatwoods Consulting Group 

Florida Agribusiness LLC 

Florida Citrus Mutual 

Florida Citrus Service, Inc. 

Florida Fuel of Hardee County, Inc. 

Florida Grower Magazine 

Florida Orange Marketers, Inc. 

Florikan 

G.P. Solutions 

George Mason Citrus, Inc. 

GOWAN Co. 

Growers Fertilizer Corp. 

GSI Supply, Inc. 

Gulf Citrus Management, Inc. 

Hackney, Ames & Heitman P.A. 

Hardee County Farm Bureau 

Heller Bros. Packing Corp. 

Howard Fertilizer and Chemical 

Johnson Harvesting, Inc. 

Joshua Citrus, Inc. 

Joshua Water Control District 

Krause Grove Service, Inc. 

L. Dicks, Inc. 

Locher environmental Tech, LLC. 

Louis Dreyfus Citrus 

Lykes Insurance, Inc.  

Maassen Oil Company, Inc. 

Martin Realty Fla, Inc. 

2011 PRVCGA Associate Members 

Aglime Sales, Inc. 

AgraQuest 

Agricultural Services International 

Bayer Crop Science 

Brandt 

Bright Tiger, LLC 

Bright Leaf Citrus Nursery 

BV Oil Company 

C.W. Harrison, Inc. 

Calusa Helicopters 

Carden & Associates, Inc. 

Carlton Law Firm, P.A. 

CF Industries 

Chemical Containers, Inc. 

Citrus Solutions, LLC 

Conley Grove Service, Inc.  

Crop Protection Services 

Custom Harvest Insurance LTD. 

Cutrale Citrus Juices USA, Inc. 

DeSoto Automotive, Inc. 

DeSoto Insurance Agency, Inc. 

DeSoto Machine Shop/Triangle 

DLF International, Inc. 

Dunson Harvesting, Inc. 

E Co Consultants, Inc. 
 

Environmental Consulting & 

 Technology Inc. 

Everglades Harvesting & Hauling 

Farkas Citrus Nursery 

Farm Credit of Florida 

McGladrey 

Monsanto 

ORO-Agri, Inc. 

Pantuso, Inc. 

Pavese Law Firm 

Peace River Citrus Products, Inc. 

Progressive Water Resources, LLC 

Root Solutions 

Russ Groves Service, Inc. 
 

Southeast AgNet/Citrus Industry 
Magazine 

Southern Gardens Citrus Processing 

Stallings Crop Insurance, Inc. 

Steele Truck Center, Inc. 

Sun Ag, Inc. 

Sunbelt Research & Development 
Company 

SunTrust Bank 

Suntrust Investment Services, Inc. 
 

Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc. 

The Andersons, Inc. 

The Avanti Company 

Three L 

Tranex  d/b/a  Valencia Harvesting 

Triangle Chemical Company 

Tropicana Products 

United Irrigation Supply 

Wauchula State Bank 

Wedgworth’s, Inc.  

Yara North America, LTD. 

 

Please Note:   This is a listing of the 2011 members.    
If you haven’t yet paid your membership, it will not show on this listing.   



The citrus crop forecast increased 
3% from February leaving the 
estimated crop size at 142 million 
boxes.  This amount reflects 70 
million boxes of early oranges and 72 
million boxes of late season oranges.  
The full report can be viewed at http://
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/
Florida/Publications/Citrus/cit/2010-11/
cit0311.pdf The next USDA Citrus 
Forecast update will be released April 
8 at 8:30 a.m.  Visit  http://
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/
Florida/Publications/Citrus/cpfp.htm to 
review the report.   Southeast AgNet 
is providing “live” online coverage of 
the monthly citrus forecast updates. 
Visit southeastagnet.com to listen.  

The 2011 Crop Protection 
Handbook is now available for 
o r d e r i n g  b y  v i s i t i n g 
www.cropprotectionhandbook.com.  

The Florida Citrus Industry 
Research Coordinating Council has 
posted its latest Annual Report. View  
it at www.fdocgrower.com. 

Syngenta Crop Protection 
recently received approval for a new 
insecticide,  Agri-Mek SC, from the 
EPA. It is labeled for use on citrus and 
vegetable crops. State registrations are 
still pending so be sure to check to 
determine registration status. The 
formula offers the convenience of 
flexible timing and application 
methods. For more information visit 
www.syngenta.com.  

Growth Products is expanding to 
include BioNutrients AG Soluble 8-1-
9 to its product line. The product is a 
soil conditioner and biostimulant for 
all field crops. It works to speed 
germination, promotes stronger 
rooting, and increases bloom and fruit 
set.  Visit www.growthproducts.com for 
more information.  

The latest copy of the Grower 
Research Report from the Citrus 
Research Development Foundation is 
now available. The report list 

approved projects for this year.     
http://www.citrusrdf.org/blog/. 

The fungicide, Quadris, from 
Syngenta has received Florida 
registration for citrus. The fungicide 
provides black spot control, rapid 
uptake, and broad-spectrum disease 
control. To learn more about Quadris, 
visit www.syngenta.com. 

CHNEP is now accepting photos 
and artwork for the CHNEP 2012 
calendar. All entries must be 
submitted by July 14 at 5 p.m.   An 
entry form can be obtained at:  http://
www.chnep.org/. 

Are You Willing to Lease? 
USCJO is looking to lease at least 500 
acres within 30 miles of Sebring, 
Arcadia and Labelle. They are willing 
to pay $50 per acre for non-irrigated 
pasture and $100 per acre for irrigated 
pasture/farm land. If interested contact 
Amy Lyons at (813) 398-2158 or 
amy@uscjo.com.  

Rucks Citrus Nursery is offering 
several new citrus selections ready for 
the field. A list of varieties is available 
by contacting the office. If the variety 
requires a growers license, contact 
Peter Chaires at the New Varieties 
Development and Management Corp. 
at (863) 682-0151 prior to contacting 
Rucks Citrus Nursery. If the variety 
does not require a contract contact 
Phillip Rucks at (863) 635-1948. 

Greenbook is now offering a 2011 
Crop Protection Reference Library. 
The book includes 120 product labels 
from all major manufacturers and is a 
guide for controlling weeds, diseases 
and insects. Buy a copy of the book at 
https://www.greenbook.net/shop/cart/
shop.aspx?CategoryID=29. 

 
Numeric Nutrient Criteria will 

have a great impact on all Floridians. 
Watch an update of this new tax 
regulation at http://freemarketflorida.org/
flashpoints/halt-epa-intrusion/. 

People, Places, & Things   
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Mark your calendars now for the 
Florida Citrus Conference June 15-
18 at the Coconut Pointe Hyatt in 
Bonita Springs.  The conference is 
growing and becoming more popular 
each year.  You won’t want to miss 
this exciting event! 

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 
 

Congratulations to  
Tropicana’s Growers of Year - 
Sunny South and SMR Farms.   

 
Sorrell’s Grove Care was featured 

in the March  
edition of  

In the Field 
Magazine. 

 
 

Congratulations to 
Bill Becker of 

Peace River Citrus 
Products who was 
inducted into the   

Citrus Hall of 
 Fame. 

 
DeSoto Co.  

Sherriff and 
grower, Will Wise 

on the cover of 
April’s In the Field.  

 

  
Captain Citrus 

was featured in 
the Polk March 

Edition of In the 
Field Magazine 
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Gold Sponsors: 
Sorrell’s Citrus, Inc. 

Custom Harvesting Insurance 
Keen Farm & Grove Service 

Durrance & Sons, LLC. 
 

Platinum Sponsors 

Orange Juice for 
Reception Provided 

by: 

Silver Sponsors: 
Monsanto, Southeast Agnet, KeyPlex, 

Farkas Citrus Nursery, Carden & Associates  
First State Bank of Arcadia 

& Wauchula State Bank 
 

 

Bronze Sponsors: 
Stallings Crop Insurance 
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Citrus at Pioneer Day 
Walt Boland of Florida Citrus Mutual 
spoke to children and adults alike at 
Desoto Historical Society’s Pioneer 
Day.   Focusing on the history of the 
citrus industry, Walt captivated his 
audience with stories of transition 
from a fresh industry to the creation of 
concentrated OJ and technological 

advances allowing sales of not-from-
concentrate juice.   

PRVCGA is thankful to Walt for 
filling in while our staff was 
unavailable.   Teamwork between the 
citrus organizations assure your 
grower interests are covered 
efficiently. 
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FDOC Update 
Production Trends 
The Florida citrus production trends 
from 2012/13 to 2020/21 provided by 

the FDOC suggests 
Florida citrus produc-

tion will be maintained 
at a viable level. The 
report struggles with the 

effects of Canker and 
Greening on future production trends 
buts is generally optimistic research 
will eventually provide an answer, 
sustaining the citrus industry.  
 

Psyllid control is also a focus of the 
report as a factor in reducing infection 
levels, giving growers the courage to 
begin replanting. This makes psyllid 
control a large factor in the report as-
sumptions, which projects future cit-
rus acreage in low, moderate and high 
categories to give a rage of responsi-
bilities. Production orange projections 
range from 114 million boxes to 139 
million boxes. Grapefruit ranges from 
13 to 19 million boxes. The report in 
its entirety can be viewed at http://
www.fdocgrower.com/emr/trends.php 
by selecting the range ‘2012/13 
through 2020/21.’ 
 

Market Share 
The FDOC’s position on market share 
shifted from growing the market to 
creating a stable market place through 
maintaining consumer 
consumption rather 
than growing it. The 
rational speculates 
growth in consumption 
without growth in produc-
tion will result in increased 
imports. The FDOC feels assuring 
stable consumption during rising 
prices will be a sizable task in itself.  
The increases in consumer prices have 
resulted in the first year over year in-
crease in orange juice revenue in 3 
years. 
 

The Domestic Marketing Committee 
will hold a special meet-

ing to gather input 
from tax payers on 
April 20, beginning at 
9 a.m.  It will be held at 

the Florida Department 
of Citrus headquarters in Bartow.  
 

Budget & Program Plans 
The budget will be delayed from the 
normal May/June timeframe. There 

are some outstanding studies afoot, 
which will not be complete 
by the earlier timeframe. 
These reports may have 
bearing on the program 
plans and budget. Sec-
ondly, the budget is not final until Oc-
tober, creating a double review. This 
plan is acceptable to the reviewing 
boards of industry organizations as an 
efficiency measure. 
 

Reports 
March 2011 Economic & Market In-
dicators are now available at 

www.fdocgrower.com by 
clicking on ‘reports & in-
dicators.’  

 

January 2011 Import/Export 
reports can be viewed at 

fdocgrower.com/emr/availability.php. 
Also, the FDOC is now 
collecting data regarding 
the households that buy 
orange juice. View it at 
http://www.fdocgrower.com 
/emr/miscellaneous.php. 
 
 

Hardee Coordination for Psyllid Control 
Regional Citrus Agent, Steve  Futch is helping organize Hardee County citrus growers for effective psyllid control.  The 
idea is gaining popularity as growers involved in coordination areas are reporting solid results.   

The program focuses on coordination of timing and chemistry.  The timing is determined by monitoring area psyllid popu-
lations and acting when populations rise.  The suggested window of action is two weeks.  Coordination of chemistry to 
reduce the chance of the psyllid becoming resistant is also important.  There is no coordination of the method of applica-
tion at this point.  Growers are welcome to make applications as they de-
sire, of course, according to labeling. 

Hardee County has been divided into four equal sections—see map right.  
Area captains will lead the charge.  They are:  
 

◊ Northwest – Roger Conley (Conley Grove Service 863-773-6619) & 
Jared Revell (Howard Fertilizer  863-214 3027) 

◊ Northeast – Roger Conley & Darin Hughes (Krause Grove Service  
863-735-1286)  

◊ Southwest – Darin Hughes & Justin Smith (Smith Groves  863-781-
3432) 

◊ Southeast – Keith Farr (Florida Fertilizer  863-781-1464) and Clay 
Chancey (Chancey Grove Service  863-735-1100) 

 

A list of area caretakers has been compiled and is available for growers to 
use if they are in need of assistance.    Call the office for a copy. 

Northwest 

Southwest 

Northeast 

Southeast 



6 East Oak Street 
Arcadia, Florida 34266 

Phone: 863-494-0061 
Phone: 863-773-2644 
Fax: 863-494-4976 
E-mail: oj@prvcitrus.org 

Peace  R ive r  Va l l ey  C i t r us  
G rowers  Assoc ia t i on  


